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Overview

This course is intended for epidemiologists, medical epidemiologists, health officers, public health nurses, communicable disease investigators, physicians and others who want to learn more about zoonotic diseases of public health importance, with an emphasis on the ecology and natural history of those diseases. Students will better understand the diseases in nature and thereby be better able to investigate reported cases and to conduct appropriate disease control and prevention activities.

Assignments

Students are expected to complete the readings assigned for each week prior to the beginning of lecture.  Readings are available on the web at http://www.idready.org/  or will be handed out in class one week in advance.  For printed copies, please see instructors.  The first reading assignment will be distributed in class.  In addition, each student must present (in writing or orally) a case report or case investigation

on a zoonotic disease of public health importance. For the written report, the disease does not need to be covered in class. The presentation should include background of the case, the investigation, and a brief discussion of the disease, emphasizing the zoonotic aspect. If you need ideas for a topic, ask one of the instructors. The assignment can be completed in two ways:

1. Give an oral presentation in the first 15 minutes of class on a disease relevant to the day’s topic. The presentation will help frame the ensuing discussion. Slides and handouts are not required, but might help facilitate your presentation.
OR
2. Write a case report and turn it in by March 1. The report should be double-spaced and no longer than 5 pages (it can probably be completed in less).

Schedule: Tuesdays, 10:30am-12pm, 1918 University Ave., 4th Floor.

	Date
	Topic
	Lecturer
	Reading  


	Jan 18
	Introduction to zoonoses;

Transmissible spongiform encephalopathies
	Dr. Ben Sun

Dr. Gundula Dunne
	Brown (BSE)
MMWR (BSE)

	Jan 25
	Rabies
	Dr. Ben Sun 
	Messenger S., et al.

Krebs J, et al.

	Feb 1
	Classic Zoonoses: Brucella, Psittacosis, and a summary of five other selected disease
	Dr. Gundula Dunne

Dr. Jason Stull
	Fosgate (Brucella)

Corbel (Brucella)

	Feb 8
	Bioterrorism:

Anthrax, plague, and tularemia 
	Dr. Gundula Dunne


	Feldman K. (Tularemia)

MMWR (Tularemia) 
News Release (Tularemia)

	Feb 15
	Vector-borne diseases:

West Nile virus and Lyme disease
	Dr. Anne Kjemtrup
	Fritz C. (Lyme)

Petersen L. (WNV)

	Feb 22
	Parasitic diseases:

Baylisascaris, giardia, cysticercosis, trichinella
	Dr. Gundula Dunne

Dr. Jason Stull
	Roussere (Baylisascaris)
MMWR (Trichinella)

	Mar 1
	Foodborne illness and bugs transmitted fecal-orally:

Salmonella, E. coli, Campylobacter

ASSIGNMENT DUE
	Dr. Ben Sun
	Crump (E. coli) 
Altekruse (Camylobacter)
MMWR (Salmonella)



	Mar 8
	Emerging infections:

SARS, influenza
	Dr. Ben Sun
	Webster (flu)

Mounts (flu)

MMWR (SARS)

Webster (SARS and flu)
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